Job Description - Intern Coordinator at Bija Vidyapeeth
Navdanya is a network of seed keepers and organic producers spread across 16 states in India.
Navdanya has helped set up 54 community seed banks across the country, trained over 500,000 farmers in seed sovereignty, food sovereignty and sustainable agriculture over the past two decades, and helped setup the largest direct marketing, fair trade organic network in the country.
Navdanya has also set up a learning center, Bija Vidyapeeth (School of the Seed) on its biodiversity conservation and organic farm in Doon Valley, Uttarakhand, north India.

Navdanya is actively involved in the rejuvenation of indigenous knowledge and culture. It has created awareness on the hazards of genetic engineering, defended people's knowledge from biopiracy and food rights in the face of globalisation and climate change.

Navdanya is women centred movement for the protection of biological and cultural diversity.
The Intern Coordinator will take up permanent residence at Bija Vidyapeeth, the organic farm, for one year (minimum), living in shared accommodation, overseeing and supporting the activities of the interns.  S/he will be the primary link between the volunteer community and more permanent farm staff, able to assess priorities, designates tasks, and maintain continuous positive interactions with all in the community.  S/he must exemplify patience, strong leadership skills and be excited to teach and bring every new intern into the community.  Organizational abilities are key to this position, as the Intern Coordinator will be required to keep meticulous records and promote an efficient and fun intern program.  Above all, the Intern Coordinator will exemplify Navdanya’s philosophies and ensure these are upheld at Bija Vidyapeeth.
Required Qualifications:
-  bilingual Hindi and English
-  strong communication skills - written, spoken, correspondence
-  social networking experience
-  experience coordinating groups
-  dedication to Navdanya’s principles/mandate
Desired Qualities:
-  endlessly patient with a smile
-  detail-oriented and organized
-  contagious enthusiasm, friendly
-  strong sense of diplomacy
-  ability to live in a setting with few frills/luxuries
-  strong initiative, leadership
Additional Desired Qualifications: 
- related academic experience
- ability to communicate in languages other than Hindi and English
- experience on an organic farm
- first aid/CPR certification
- experience in India or South Asia

Responsibilities:
-  keep in contact with interns pre-arrival  
-  introduce interns to the farm and its routines, as well as available resources 
-  be available for check-in and ongoing support to the interns (personally and professionally)
-  update and make the volunteer manual available
-  communicate and coordinate with Delhi intern coordinator
-  assist with project creation and matching interests with projects
-  maintain a database of possible projects
-  facilitate weekly meetings and daily task-assignment meetings
-  facilitate community-building group activities
-  arrange meetings within community for intern research purposes
-  communicate with interns’ home institutions
-  maintain intern records (past, current, future)
-  coordinate chores and living spaces
-  oversee evaluation procedure after intern departure
-  establish and manage alumni network
Benefits:
-  accommodation (possibly shared) and organic vegetarian meals
-  immersion in an inspirational international community of practitioners and activists
-  education in organic agriculture, biodiversity, soil and water conservation and interaction with experts
