WHY WOMEN'S
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE IS
IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE

Vanoana SHva*

@Er the last few centuries, our mings, our lives, our food
ave besn dominated by a paradigm of knowledge,
which discounts relationshios, in rature, and between nature
and humans, Mot obsarving connections and relatons, this
paradigm generates technologies that disrupt ecological
proceszes, (227 apkT ecosystems and iwing arganisms and
do all this in the name of 'growth’ and ‘improvement’.
The rise of a mechanistic science to its current status =
linked to the doménation and marginalization of women as
halders of knowledge, The three centuries of marginalization
of women's traditional knowledge needs to be comrected.
The correctian of this historical injustice is vital for gender
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Women's traditional
knowledge is vital not
just for women'’s equality
but for planetary health
and humanity's survival,

There are several key characteristics of women's
traditional knowledge that make it important for our
future

* [t Is hollstic, not reductionist,
* Ivis experientially reoted, not abstrace and disconnected.

* |t & inspired by maximizing the common good, not
private profit

+ |t 5 a comman heritage, coflective and cumulative, not
private property covered by patents and intellectual
property rights

¢ it is based on diversity and multiplicity, not on the
‘monoculture of the mind’ and one dimensiomsality.

* It Is knowdedge for life, from life, not knowledge that
anti-life, short term and nonesustainabie.
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Holistic Knowledge

Mature Is-a web of Be. To know it invahes knowledge of
the strands of the web, the interconnections, and the
réfationships, Modern reductionist science Breaks down 2
whole info its parts, studies the parts and never understands
how the part relzies to the whole. Women's traditional
kriowledge 15 based on knowing the whale

Experimental Knowledge

Women's traditional knowledge has evolved through
practice, through experience. It is grounded and tested
through life. Women's expertise differs from the
abstract knowlédge of today’s 'experts - the financial
experts of Wall Strest who have brought down the
warld's economy through their abstract concepts of
derivatives and collateral debt obligations, or the
biotechnology experts who are urmscrambling the fragie
tree of [ife.

Knowledge for the common good

Waomen's traditional knowledge &= aimed &t maximizing the
common good, not private gain, Women's knowladge of
heaking heals the whole unbike the pharmaceutical industry,
which Weats symptoms, or parts with the aim of maximizing
profits, not health
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Knowledge as Commons

Wormen's trad#tional knowledge is a shared heritage. it is nat
patented. Wornen have shared their knowledge of Neem as
a pest contral agent, W.R, Grace and UISDA patented this
knowhadge #nd Navdarya/RFSTE had to fight for 11 YEAFE
to bring the knowledge back to the commons. Wamen's
knowledge of blodiversity Is a commons. It is not ‘enclosed’
by ‘inteflectua property’

Diversity as a way of knowing

in fontrast to the ‘monocuttines of the mind' that demircite
the contemporary ecological and intellectual landscape,
wormen's ways of knowing are based on diversity, pluralism
and multiplcity,

The real life sciences
It i= not based on the antidife wrge of the destructive
sciences like genetic engineering, which create ‘terminator
soads’ and call themselves 'fife scisnces’
Women's traditional
knowledge is the basis of
the real life sciences
because it grows from
life and nourishes life.



